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bolton leads the fight
to help protect bhees

THE fight to save the honeybee
has been taken up by local bee-
keeper, David Bolton.

A campaign, titled “The Wild
Bee Project’” has been spear-
headed by Bolton who- is a
member of the Fermanagh Bee-
keepers’ Association as well as
being its former chairman.

The aim of the Wild Bee Project
is to gain a better understanding
of the wild honeybee population
and ‘their place in the family of
pollinators and to help explain
how they are reacting to environ-
mental pressures.

Bolton says the introduction of
a parasite to Ireland has posed a
serious threat to the native bee
population but there are bees
who have survived this and the
Project aims to bolster their
chances of doing so even more.

He said: “About 25 years ago a

“One of the tlng ghm
about our project is that we
began to discover there are
colonies which are surviving de-
spite the threat from Varroa.

“The bees that occupy our
boxes we hope will become the
bearers of sustamable genes into
the future.

“Another big concern is how
bad climate change is going to
get. Currently we’re on a very
worrying trajectory. The hon-
eybee is a bit like the canary in
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the mine.

“For example, because the win-
ters are becoming milder the
queens are continuing to lay

* through the winter and that cre-

ates problems for the bees.”
The Wild Bee Project has seen

the Fermanagh Beekeepers As-

sociation erect 16 Wild Bee boxes
and has been supported by The
National Lottery Heritage Fund.
Bolton added: “The National
Lottery funding created good
links for us with other organisa-
tions, like our local men’s shed
and they made four of the boxes
for us, which we're delighted

with.

“We also got funding to buy
some of the sensors and equip-
ment that allows us to tackle the
data. And that’s great because it
makes the project so efficient for
us.

“The interesting thing is that
there’s not a lot of this data
around.

“We've had universities asking
us for our data because it’s quite
unique.”

Now retired, Bolton is thrilled
by the surprising findings and is
equally enthused to play such an
important role in nature conser-
vation.

“Since being a child, I've lived
in the fields and the woodlands
and was very interested in
wildlife and the natural world,”
he continued.

“I had some great teachers at
school who imbued a sense of re-
spect, knowledge, and interest in
nature.

“The other thing is IJust love
research, finding out how things
work, why things work because
by doing that we can learn, and
progress can be made.

“T love just getting out into the
woodlands where we have the
bees, to be able to witness nature
at its very best. It’s wonderful.”
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